BELFAST WORKHOUSE. 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated uy July 1880 \for , — 


COPY “ of Dr. McCabe’s recent Report on the State of Belfast 
Workhouse.” 


Local Government Board, Dublin,"] 
10th August 1880. J 


B. BANKS, 

Secretary. 


Dr. McCabe’s Report on the State of Belfast Workhouse. 


Sir, 2 July 1880. 

I have the honour to forward my report upon the inspection of the Belfast 
Union Workhouse, which I have thought well to submit in a special form. 

The Belfast Workhouse was inspected on the 28th, 29tli, and 30th June. 

The financial condition of the union is satisfactory. There is every prospect Financial cou- 
th at the assets available up to the close of the current financial year will meet dition. 
all ordinary liabilities. The applications for outdoor relief are very moderate, 
considering the extent and population of the union, and at the date of my 
inspection the numbers relieved in the workhouse were less by 40 than at the 
corresponding period of last year. 

The sanitary condition of the workhouse is not, on the whole, quite satisfac- Sanitary con- 
factory. During the six months under review in this report (1st January to accom " 

28th June) the average number resident in the workhouse amounted to 2,647, 
and amongst these there were 438 deaths. Of infants under 12 months old, 82 
died during the six months. The rate of infant mortality, an important guide as 
to the sanitary condition of an establishment, has in this workhouse been very 
high during the first six months of the present year. I am informed that 
drainage works undertaken in the nursery buildings have greatly improved the 
sanitary condition of this part of the workhouse, but the infants do not appear 
to me to present a healthy appearance. In connection with the sanitary 
condition of the establishment, I may add that the Belfast Workhouse seems 
to me to be hardly adequate to the wants of the union. The blocks of buildings 
which constitute the main body of the house, and some adjacent blocks, are 
lofty, and have been built in such close proximity to each other, that there is 
not sufficient air-space between them, and sunlight is too much excluded. 

These defects are now irremediable, but their existence renders it very impor- 
tant that the buildings should not he overcrowded with inmales. The wards 
appear to me to be unduly filled, and the allowance of cubic space to each 
inmate is frequently below the standard authorised by the Local Government 
Board. The insufficient allowance of cubic space is especially observable in 
the probationary wards on both sides in the fever hospital block, in the 
lying-in wards, in the nursery department, in the female healthy sleeping 
wards, and in the main buildings throughout. The ventilation in the hospital 
wards has been much improved under the judicious advice of the medical 
officers, and the master has also introduced important improvements in ven- 
tilating the ordinary warejs ; considering the originally defective arrangement of 
crowding so many buildings upon a small area, the only course open to the 
guardians is to allow as much cubic space as may be found possible to each in- 
mate, and at the period of my inspection it was quite clear that the allowance 
was too small. It is to be hoped that when the new building for lunatics is 
completed, the space now occupied by the insane will be so distributed amongst 
other classes as to increase the cubic and floor space at present available. The 
hospital for the treatment of acute and contagious diseases is also manifestly 
-overcrowded, and when the measurements and cubic space allowance, sanctioned 
under a recent limitation order, come into the hands of the- medical officers,^ it 
359— Sess 2. A will. 
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